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By the time the Civil War was over, the Liberty Bell
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was silenced. The big crack in the bell meant it could
not be rung. However, the bell remained an important
symbol of freedom. Many people around the United
States wanted to see it. So the Liberty Bell went on
tour!
The bell was loaded onto a train. The train traveled
around the country. It stopped in many cities along the
way. Wherever it stopped, crowds of people came out
to see and touch the famous bell.
In 1893, the Liberty
Bell was exhibited at the
Chicago World’s Fair. The
Liberty Bell finally returned
to Philadelphia in 1915. Then
it went back to its home in
Independence Hall.

IT ’S A FA C T
Between 1885 and 1915, the Liberty
Bell traveled to almost 400 cities.

Transferring the Liberty Bell from
truck to train at St. Louis after an
exposition in 1905

The Liberty Bell at Bunker Hill,
Boston, June 1903
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From The Liberty Bell
T

wo years after the foundations were dug, workers
began building the Arch in 1963. They stacked steel
blocks on top of each other. Each block was shaped
like a triangle. The largest blocks were placed on the
bottom of the structure. The blocks got smaller in size
as they moved up the Arch. The smallest blocks would
be placed on top. Steel bands held the blocks together.
A stainless steel shell covered the outside.

There are 142 blocks in the Arch.

Building the arch was dangerous work. Usually,
workers use a scaffold when they work high off the
ground. However, the size and shape of the Arch
meant that a scaffold could not be used. Instead,
workers stood on the Arch itself. Special machines
called creeper derricks moved up and down the Arch
on a track. These derricks carried materials to the
workers high above.

Workers at the north leg

The wind made the arches move. People worried
that a worker would be blown right off! People also
worried that the Arch might collapse. Each leg of the
Arch had to support its own weight plus the weight
of the workers and their equipment. In spite of the
danger, no workers were killed or badly injured.

IT ’S A FA C T
The Gateway Arch weighs
17,246 tons.
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Lei Yixin got right to work. He filled his studio with

From The Gateway Arch

hundreds of photographs of Dr. King. He also talked
to King’s family. Finally, Yixin felt like he understood
who Dr. King was. He started to carve.
The sculpture’s 159 blocks were carefully disassembled, shipped, and reassembled on-site.

Lei (left) inspects the memorial.

First, Lei created a three-foot scale model of the
sculpture. He used that model to build the actual
monument. Lei carved the monument out of 159 blocks
of pink granite in his studio in Changsha, China. Lei’s
sculpture shows Martin Luther King, Jr. stepping out
from the mountain behind him.
When the monument was almost done, Lei took
it apart. He shipped all of the blocks to Baltimore,
Maryland. From there, the blocks were moved to
the site of the monument
in Washington, D.C. and
IT ’S A FA C T
put back together like a
giant puzzle. Lei traveled to
Washington to finish carving
the monument on site.
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From Martin Luther King, Jr. National Memorial

It took Lei more than 3-1/2 years to
create the monument.
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