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Derrick finally feels like he’s getting the hang of Middle 
School. He’s in a band with his best friends and his dogs 
Bennie and Max are getting along. Even his Dead Max 
comics and advice columns are a hit. Then when Derrick’s 
cartoons protesting racism backfire, the Muslim kids 
turn against him and the paper is in danger of being shut 
down, along with Derrick’s cartooning career. Is Derrick 
a racist bully or trying to help some friends fight hatred? 
Luckily, Dead Max and some fishy characters are on the 
case, sleuthing out the real culprit and reuniting the  
students of Zachary Taylor Middle School with some 
long, lost friends.
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About the Author: 
Dana Sullivan grew up in Southern  
California drawing on every piece of  
paper he could find. He kept at it and  
now teaches picture book and graphic  
novel classes near Seattle where he lives  
with his wife and two dogs, Bennie and  
Max who lives mostly in his urn.

About the series
Middle school can be survival of the “fitting-in” at  
best.In Dead Max Comix, Derrick discovers that his 
secrets aren’t really unusual. A light-hearted touch at 

  accepting yourself and finding your own 
  “pack”.  

Book 1: The Deadening released Jan. 2020.
Book 2: The Rocking Dead released Aug. 2020.

SEL Skills:  
 •   Self-Awareness
 •  Social Awareness
 •  Relationship Skills
 •  Responsible Decision-Making
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“…told in short, fast-
paced chapters. …

characters encompass 
a more inclusive 

spectrum of skin tones.  
… a fun premise.”      

–Kirkus

“I don’t read books 
about dead dogs. But 
the Dead Max series 

is an exception to 
that rule. Max has 
the perfect blend of 

humor, heart and snark, 
everything you’d want 

in a dead dog.”      
–Dori Hillestad Butler, 
Edgar Award author

“Dead Max is drop-dead funny!”
–Dav Pilkey, best-selling  

creator of Dog Man


