
Beginner Biography
Do you have a favorite role model? 
A child’s role model may be a 
parent, grandparent or sibling. Some 
people who do things that make 
life better for others can be a role 
model. And some people are role 
models because they show us how 
to overcome challenges. This initial 
Beginner Biography set looks at 
role models who played key roles in 
Women’s History and Black History.

•  For Ages 5 to 8
• Interest Level: Grades PreK–2
• 24 pages each
• 8" x 8"
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Little Ruby Takes a Big Step
Ruby’s father didn’t want her to go to 

the white kids’ school. He was afraid 

of trouble. But her mother thought 

Ruby would be a good example for 

other black children to follow.

Ruby was one of the first black 

children to enter an all-white school. 

The whole town showed up to keep 

her out. But Ruby made up her mind 

to do the right thing. She was only 

six years old.
Ruby walked right up the steps into 
the school. Some men were there 
to protect her from the crowd. 
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Becoming a Runner
Wilma played basketball. 

She also started 

running on a track. 

She was especially 

good in short, fast 

races. As a young 

teen, she never  

lost a race.
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A Life of Service
Sojourner was close to 70 years 

old in 1865 when a change to 

the Constitution ended slavery 

in the United States. 

When she died in 1883 in 

Michigan, more than 1,000 

people came to her funeral. 
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Good to Know

On Dec 18, 1865 the 13th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution was officially  
approved ending slavery.

President Abraham Lincoln signed 
Sojourner’s book. He thanked her 
for her work for freedoms.

16 17

She read her declaration at the meeting. 

Then 100 people signed it—68 women 

and 32 men.

Women’s Rights
A big meeting was planned for 

July 1848. An ad in the newspaper 

invited people to “discuss the 

condition and rights of women.”

Elizabeth wrote a new version of 

the Declaration of Independence.  

In it, she wrote “all men  

and women are created equal.”

From Ruby Bridges, A Brave Child Who Made History

From Sojourner Truth, Fighting for Freedom

From Wilma Rudolph, Fastest Woman on Earth

From Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Fighter for Women’s Rights

Book features: 

• Large, colorful photos

•  Captions or Labels

•   Good to Know higher-level facts

•   Timeline

•   Glossary

•   Further Reading

•   Index

•   Author biography




