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Vocabulary that is simple and well explained, short easily 
read paragraphs, excellent artwork that helps children 

understand the text.  Much needed biographies on some 
of the best composers of all time.

Classical Composers
By Joanne Mattern

The term “classical music” refers most often to the period from the mid-18th 
to the 19th and early 20th Centuries. Composers from different periods such 
as Johann Sebastian Bach, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Clara Schumann, 
Johannes Brahms, and many others, are all considered classical composers. 
This new and well-researched series looks at a selection of composers who 
have had lasting impact on Classical music, opera and symphony enjoyed 
today around the world.

Features:
Large, colorful original illustrations; Historic archival photos, Captions; “B 
Sharp” high-interest facts; Timeline, Glossary, Bold terms in text; Further 
Reading references, Index

“Wonderfully accessible insights into the lives of amazing composers, 
perfect for promoting music history to 8 – 12 year olds.”

 –The Wishing Shelf Awards

Red Chair Press
© 2026
Hardcover & Softcover
32 pages each;  8 titles available
Illustrations by Marilena Perilli

Genre: Young Reader Biography 

Rights available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts:
Keith Garton
Keith@redchairpress.com
Maria Kjoller
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• Content Advisor John Viscardi, 
Executive Director of Classic Lyric Arts

• Educator Guides available

• Highly Promoted

Joanne Mattern is the author of nearly 400 books for children and teens. 
She began writing when she was a little girl and just never stopped! Joanne 
loves non� ction because she enjoys bringing history and biography to life and 
showing young readers that non� ction is full of compelling stories! Joanne 
lives in the Hudson Valley of New York State with her family. 



A fun and easy to read collection of unusual and historical facts 
about a variety of world countries. Perfect for lovers of trivia.

50 Things You Didn’t Know About Countries
By Sean O’Neill

A fun and entertaining way for young readers to learn about the history, culture 
and traditions of a variety of important nations in the news. Each title presents 
50 facts that go beyond the basics to engage readers with unexpected and 
amusing insights. 

50 Things You Didn’t Know About History
By Sean O’Neill

A fun and entertaining way for readers to explore a new topic, broaden their 
knowledge on a favorite subject, or just have a few laughs. Each title presents 
50 facts that go beyond the basics to engage readers with unexpected and 
amusing insights into a range of historic periods.

One Elm Books
© 2020 (History) and 2025 (Countries)
Hardcover & Softcover
32 pages each

Genre: Children’s non� ction

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts:
Keith Garton
Keith@redchairpress.com
Maria Kjoller
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Sean O'Neill is an illustrator and writer living 
in Chicago. He is the creator of the Rocket 
Robinson series of graphic novels. Sean 
loves history, trivia, and drawing cartoons so 
producing 50 Things You Didn't Know About
was a dream assignment.



The book is full of adventure, including gymnastics 
competitions, moving to California, and flying in gliders.  

The plot resolves itself, and the young protagonist  
changes and matures within the story. Illustrations  

depicting key events add to the story.

Silent Journey
By Carl Watson

Following an accident that took his mother's life, doctors discover Scott is 
suddenly deaf. Blessed with being an accomplished gymnast and skilled 
at signing and reading lips, Scott's biggest challenge is convincing others 
he is able to do all the same things as those in the hearing world. Picking 
up on conversations he observes, teen-aged Scott figures out a big family 
secret and makes his mind up to play a part in the reconciliation of his father 
and uncle. 

"This is a well-plotted novel that helps readers understand what it might be 
like to be deaf. ...a book that will really relate to and appeal to young boys. It 
has a few great surprise elements; it's a quick read that ends too soon!"  
– The International Review of Books 

"an inherently engaging and entertaining novel with an inspiring social 
message." 
– Midwest Book Review

“The storyline was engaging, the plot flowed effortlessly from page to page 
and the characters were created with such depth and detail that I was totally 
invested in this story until the very end.” 
– Goodreads Review, 5 stars

Carl Watson taught Language Art classes in 
both elementary and junior high schools. As 
a published author, his work has appeared in 
both adult and children’s magazines. He was a 
graduate of North Texas State University and 
Texas Wesleyan University (ME). His work has 
appeared in several children’s magazines and 
in stories for the Methodist Publishing House, 
Child Life, and in True West Magazine.

One Elm Books 
© 2021 
Hardcover 
176 pages;  32,700 words 
Illustrations by Andrew Bosley

Genre: Preteen Fiction

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
Keith@redchairpress.com 
Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• International Review of Books Gold 
Award

• Literary Titan Gold Award Winner



This beautifully crafted novel of a goodhearted  
boy is touching and life-affirming.

Into the Wind
By William Loizeaux

It’s shaping up to be a rotten summer for Rusty, a young sailing fan who lives 
on an island off the New England coast. He’s just flunked fifth-grade math 
and has to go to summer school. His older sister is bossier than ever. Worst 
of all, his mom is far away on the mainland —undergoing treatment for her 
sudden, confusing, and exhausting “sadness”—while his dad struggles to 
keep the household together. Rusty’s only refuge is in caring for and teaching 
himself to sail a small, beloved sailboat. 

While working on his boat at the village dock one evening, Rusty meets  
Hazel, a feisty local artist from an old sailing family. Hazel asks—no, 
demands—that Rusty take her sailing. He refuses. She argues. And an 
unlikely friendship begins.

"A tender middle grade novel about an unconventional, multigenerational 
friendship formed across one significant summer."   – Foreword Reviews

“That Rusty allows himself to be changed by Hazel’s friendship and guidance 
speaks well of him in a subtle way, and it’s touching to see their mutual 
caring and compassion.... A moving, well-written tale about an unusual 
friendship.”   – Kirkus Reviews

"This memorable book includes illustrations by Laura Jacobsen...They really 
add to the story...This emotional story deals with friendship, compassion, 
death, and grief. It's a wonderful story to help kids learn about love and loss 
and treasuring the moments you have with people."  5 stars  
– Literary Titan 

"I fell in love with this story. I began to picture myself part of Rusty and 
Hazel's connection.  Highly recommended."   – Vernita Taylor, Readers' 
Favorite

“This beautifully crafted novel of a goodhearted boy is touching and life-
affirming.”   – Mary Quattlebaum, award-winning author writing for 
Washington Parent

"I highly recommend Into the Wind for school and families, or for any young 
hero in your life.”   – Clare O’Beara, Fresh Fiction  

William Loizeaux is an award-winning author 
of books for young readers and adults, as 
well as a writer of stories and essays.  His 
children’s novel Wings received the 2006 
ASPCA Henry Bergh Award and was the 2006 
Golden Kite Honor Book for Fiction.  His 
memoir Anna: A Daughter’s Life was a New 
York Times Notable Book, and his novel The 
Tumble Inn was the grand prize winner at the 
2015 New York Book Festival.  Loizeaux has 

been writer-in-residence at Johns Hopkins and Boston University.  He lives 
with his wife in Washington, DC.  

One Elm Books 
© 2021 
Hardcover 
192 pages;  34,818 words 
Illustrations by Laura Jacobsen

Genre: Preteen & early YA Fiction

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
Keith@redchairpress.com 
Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• Independent Publishers of New England 
Book of the Year 2021

• Literary Titan Gold Award Winner

• Foreword Indies Finalist



A captivating children’s fantasy adventure book filled  
with action to inspire children’s imaginations.

The One Great Gnome
By Jeff Dinardo

In the spirit of Alice in Wonderland and the Wizard of OZ, this story introduces 
readers to the magical, hidden, and mysterious world of gnomes, elves, and 
trolls. 11-year-old Sarah moves with her family from New York City to rural 
Connecticut. She's eager to explore her new home and meet new friends, but 
she never expected to befriend a dusty old garden gnome.

"..humorous third-person narration keeps the twisting, turning story moving. 
A brief fantasy tale that may appeal to readers who aren't usually fans of 
the genre."     
– Kirkus Reviews

"This quick-paced fantasy adventure provides plenty of suspense 
and humor." 
– Brian Lies, Caldecott Honor recipient for The Rough Patch

"The One Great Gnome is a captivating children’s fantasy adventure book 
that is filled with action. This is a fantastic beginning chapter book that will 
inspire the imagination of young readers."    
– Literary Titan

“Sarah’s journey illustrates that even the smallest act of kindness can have a 
deep and lasting impact.” 
– Amy H. Liss

 “A mystical story that is underlined with plenty of real world truth and 
goodness. The story is engaging for children and adults alike. I found it to be 
the perfect length too.” 
– Jeff Linamen

Jeff Dinardo’s books are filled with humor and 
silliness that captures a child’s imagination. 
When not writing, Jeff runs a successful 
design firm specializing in textbooks for use in 
classrooms from K-8. Committed to literacy, 
Jeff’s design firm also contributes to charitable 
organizations who promote the importance of 
reading and writing to young children.

One Elm Books 
© 2021 
Hardcover 
128 pages;  26,464 words 
Illustrations by Jhon Ortiz

Genre: Children’s Fiction Fantasy & Humor

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
Keith@redchairpress.com 
Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• Literary Titan Gold Award Winner



An especially well-crafted and exceptionally entertaining 
novel for young readers ages 8-10, making it an unreservedly 

recommended addition to family, school, and  
community library collections.

Trevor Lee, and the Big Uh-Oh!
By Wiley Blevins

When his new teacher announces that all 3rd graders must read aloud in 
front of everyone at Parents Night, Trevor Lee and his best friend Pinky need 
to create a masterful plan and put it into action. Trevor Lee has a secret 
that no one can find out about--he can't read!  After several over-the-top 
attempts to get put of Parents Night, Trevor Lee enlists the help of his 
Mamaw. "Some days are just bad. You gotta hold your head high and keep 
moving," she always says. Can Trevor Lee remember her advice as he stands 
in front of the crowd on the biggest night of 3rd grade?

"Funny and heartwarming...A great choice for families who want something 
to read together."  
–Foreword Reviews

"Trevor Lee's struggles with reading, making good choices, and an evil 
rooster named Hippie will make readers laugh and bring him right into 
their hearts." 
– Erin Dionne, author of Lights, Camera, Disaster

"This laugh-out-loud and heartwarming story portrays life in a rural 
community rarely seen in books for young readers. Kids will cheer on Trevor 
Lee as he tries to overcome his biggest fear and wish they too had Miss 
Burger as their teacher."  
– Laurie Calkhoven, author

Wiley Blevins has taught elementary school 
in both the United States and South America. 
He has written over 80 books for children and 
15 for teachers, as well as created reading 
programs for schools in the U.S. and Asia with 
Scholastic, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, Houghton-
Mifflin Harcourt, and other publishers. Wiley 
currently lives and writes in New York City.

One Elm Books 
© 2020 
Hardcover 
160 pages;  19,130 words 
Illustrations by Marta Kissi

Genre: Children’s Fiction Humor

Social-Emotional Skills: 
Self-management, Social Awareness,  
Taking Responsibility

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
Keith@redchairpress.com 
Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• Literary Titan Gold Award Winner

• Finalist: Independent Publishers of New 
England Book of the Year 2019



It’s a struggle with hilarious outcomes. But good  
prevails over chaos to make for a great day.

Roosevelt Banks, Good-Kid-in-Training
By Laurie Calkhoven

When ten-year-old Roosevelt Banks discovers that his two best friends are 
planning a bike and camping trip, he wants more than anything to go along. 
There’s just one problem—he doesn’t have a bike. Roosevelt’s parents agree 
to buy him a bike if he can manage to be good for two whole weeks. How can 
Roosevelt be good and be the same fun guy his friends want on the camping 
trip? Trying to be good leads to more trouble than expected—and to the 
discovery that being a good friend is more important than a bicycle.

“Broad humor lightens the load of this lesson, and nuanced friendships 
enrich it.”  
– Kirkus Reviews

"So he sploosh-squeeks a little. And he puts frogs in his mouth...and sticks 
boogers up Mozart's nose. He's just Roosevelt Banks, a typical 4th grader, 
and he's on a mission." 
–  Darleen Bailey Beard, award-winning author of Twister, The Flimflam 

Man, and others

"Hooray for Roosevelt Banks, and his hilarious and big-hearted 
misadventures." 
– Claudia Mills, author of Nixie Ness, Cooking Star

Laurie Calkhoven grew up in a neighborhood 
very much like Roosevelt Banks's and she's 
always been interested in wacky Presidential 
facts. She is the author of many books for 
young readers.  Laurie now lives and works in 
New York City.

One Elm Books 
© 2020 
Hardcover 
128 pages; 16,308 words 
Illustrations by Debbie Palen

Genre: Children’s Fiction Humor

Social-Emotional Skills: 
Self-Awareness, Self-Management,  
Relationship Skills, Responsible  
Decision-Making

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
Keith@redchairpress.com 
Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• Independent Publishers Bronze Award 
2020

• Northern Lights Award for Middle Grade 
Fiction



An engaging, sports-focused, family-driven Japanese  
spin on the new-kid in school narrative.

Pop Flies, Robo Pets,  
and Other Disasters
By Suzanne Kamata

Thirteen-year-old Satoshi Matsumoto spent the last three years living in 
Atlanta where he was the star of his middle-school baseball team – a slugger 
with pro potential, according to his coach. Now that his father’s work in the 
U.S. has come to an end, he’s moved back to his hometown in rural Japan. 
Living abroad has changed him, and now his old friends are suspicious of his 
new foreign ways. Even worse, his childhood foe Shintaro, whose dad has 
ties to gangsters, is in his homeroom. After he joins his new school’s baseball 
team, Satoshi has a chance to be a hero until he makes a major-league error.

"An engaging, sports-focused, family-driven Japanese spin on the new-kid-in-
school narrative." 
– Kirkus Reviews

"Pop Flies really pops! A lively, fun, easy read that draws you in and keeps 
you guessing." 
– Dori Jones Yang, author of The Forbidden Temptation of Baseball

“A heart-warming story about a baseball player who learns that teamwork 
is much more important than being the star of the team. I loved the family 
dynamics and depiction of life, and especially baseball, in Japan.” 
– Shauna Holyoak, author of Kazu Jones and the Denver Dognappers

Suzanne Kamata was born and raised in the 
United States, but she has lived in Tokushima 
Prefecture, Japan, for over half of her life. She 
earned an M.F.A. from the University of British 
Columbia. In addition to writing many stories, 
essays, and books, she has taught English 
as a Foreign Language to learners of all ages. 
Having raised two kids, she now lives with her 
husband and two cats in Aizumi.

One Elm Books 
© 2020 
Hardcover 
208 pages; 32,593 words 
Illustrations by Tracy Nishimura Bishop

Genre: Preteen & early YA Fiction Cultures

Social-Emotional Skills: 
Self-Management, Relationship Skills,  
Responsible Decision-Making

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
Keith@redchairpress.com 
Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• American Fiction Awards Winner 2020

• Northern Lights Award for Middle Grade 
Cultural Books

• Mom’s Choice Award 2020

• Skipping Stones Honor Award 2021: 
Middle Grade Books



Change can be challenging for people of all ages. Coming to 
grips with new phases in life can be hard to overcome, and no 
one knows this better than Roosevelt Banks. Roosevelt Banks 
and the Attic of Doom is about coming to terms with change, 
managing expectations, and, ultimately, banishing ghosts.

Roosevelt Banks and the Attic of Doom
By Laurie Calkhoven

With a new sister on the way, Roosevelt Banks is expected to give up his 
bedroom and move into the attic, which must be haunted because of all the 
squeaks and groans coming from the spooky place at the top of the stairs. 
After his plan to move into a fort in the woods fails, and a ghost-busting 
exercise goes terribly wrong, Roosevelt—with the help of Tommy, Josh, and 
Eddie Spaghetti—has to find the courage to defeat the biggest, spookiest 
ghouls ever and turn the Attic of Doom into the “Attic of Dudes.”

An often silly, sometimes sweet read; many kids will recognize themselves 
in Roosevelt's big imagination and will enjoy spending the summer in his 
insular, intimate neighborhood universe.  
– School Library Journal

"Roosevelt Banks and the Attic of Doom follows Roosevelt Banks and his 
band of brothers as they take on the arduous task of turning "The Attic of 
Doom" into "The Attic of Dudes. The book is well written. The illustrations by 
Debbie Palen make it all the more up a child's alley. I highly recommend this 
book to middle-graders." 
– The Chrysalis BREW Project 

This book is a delight, we enjoyed it enormously. Just scary enough to 
produce giggles but not too scary for a bedtime story.  
– NetGalley Reviewer

"It's positively heart-warming."  
–BookTrib Reviews

Laurie Calkhoven grew up in a neighborhood 
very much like Roosevelt Banks's and she's 
always been interested in wacky Presidential 
facts. She is the author of many books for 
young readers.  Laurie now lives and works in 
New York City.

One Elm Books 
© 2022 
Hardcover 
176 pages; 21,985 words 
Illustrations by Debbie Palen

Genre: Children’s Fiction Humor

Social-Emotional Skills: 
Self-Awareness, Self-Management,  
Relationship Skills, Responsible  
Decision-Making

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
Keith@redchairpress.com 
Maria Kjoller 
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Highlights:

• The Chrysalis Brew Project: Winner 2023 
Best Children’s Book About Friendship

• Feathered Quill: Finalist 2023 Young 
Readers Award

• Foreword Indies Awards: Juvenile Fiction 
Finalist 2023



Baseball Buddies explores the power of working together, what 
it takes to build a team, and the lasting friendships that form 

on the baseball field.

Building a Team:  
Baseball Buddies Book 1
By Aaron Derr

When Luis joins his new baseball team, the Manatees, things seem hopeless 
at first. Some of his new teammates— including “loud and obnoxious” 
home-run slugger Jimmie—are mean to him or to each other. His new coach 
doesn’t tell the players everything to do like his old coach did. And some of 
the Manatees seem more interested in goofing off than in sportsmanship or 
working hard.

Then Coach Joe makes Luis team captain. Will Luis rise to the challenge? 
Can he get the Manatees to balance working hard and having fun? Will he 
help his teammates learn to be friends rather than compete with each other?

"Readers follow Luis as he learns leadership skills in a smooth, well-paced 
narrative that models good communication and perseverance....A wonderful 
narrative for readers who love baseball that also offers valuable lessons to 
those who don’t." 
– Kirkus Reviews

"Written by a veteran sportswriter, the story of Luis and his teammates 
resonates as one that shows how important relationships are in athletics and 
other aspects of life. Readers will come away from this charming story with a 
better understanding of what it takes to be a good teammate in sports and in 
life in general." – CLCD Children's Literature

"Building a Team shows readers how the Manatees become better players 
and people while still having fun. It is a heartwarming story that will make 
even older readers long to take their glove out and find the nearest baseball 
diamond."  – Independent Book Review

"Derr's skillful storytelling and engaging characters make this book a 
charming read for children and adults alike, reminding us all of the power 
of kindness and cooperation in creating a more vibrant and compassionate 
world." – The Chrysalis Brew Project

Aaron Derr is a writer based just outside of 
Dallas, Texas. He has more than 20 years of 
experience writing and editing magazines and 
books for kids of all ages for companies such 
as Red Chair Press, TIME For Kids, Sports 
Illustrated for Kids and the Boy Scouts of 
America. When he’s not reading or writing, 
Aaron enjoys watching and playing sports with 
his wife and two kids.  He’s learned a lot from 

his home team about being a good sport and building teams.

Red Chair Press 
© 2024 
Hardcover 
152 pages; 16,665 words 
Illustrations by Gary LaCoste

Genre: Children’s Fiction Sportsmanship

Social-Emotional Skills: 
Relationship Skills, Responsible  
Decision-Making

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)
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Keith Garton 
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Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com
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• Mom’s Choice Gold Award Winner 2024 

• Readers’ Choice Silver Award
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Winner 2024



Baseball Buddies explores the power of working together, what 
it takes to build a team, and the lasting friendships that form 

on the baseball field.

Second Chance:  
Baseball Buddies Book 2
By Aaron Derr

The Manatees are finally having fun this baseball season under new captain 
Luis. Embracing teamwork, they welcome troubled players Ty and Savannah, 
hoping to give them a second chance after they were kicked off a former 
team. Can the Manatees learn to accept the newcomers? Can they teach 
Ty and Savannah to be good teammates? And can they all work together to 
beat the best team in the league, the Dragons? Baseball Buddies stories 
explore the power of working together, accepting differences to build a team, 
and the lasting friendships that form when given a chance.  

Red Chair Press 
© 2025 
Hardcover 
160 pages; 16,665 words 
Illustrations by Matt Rowe

Genre: Children’s Fiction Sportsmanship

Social-Emotional Skills: 
Relationship Skills, Responsible  
Decision-Making

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
Keith@redchairpress.com 
Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• Sequel to award-winning Building a 
Team: Baseball Buddies Book 1

Aaron Derr is a writer based just outside of 
Dallas, Texas. He has more than 20 years of 
experience writing and editing magazines and 
books for kids of all ages for companies such 
as Red Chair Press, TIME For Kids, Sports 
Illustrated for Kids and the Boy Scouts of 
America. When he’s not reading or writing, 
Aaron enjoys watching and playing sports with 
his wife and two kids.  He’s learned a lot from 

his home team about being a good sport and building teams.



The illustrations perfectly fit the story. They allowed me to 
place scenes in my head and keep it continuing in a cinematic 

way as I read the story. This could be an entire book, T.V., or 
movie series that I would enjoy as an adult as well as share 

with my children.

The Beach Dilemma:  
Emma Just Medium Book 1
By Laura Wiltse Prior

Even though her family calls her Emma Bemma, Emma knows she is really 
just a dilEmma because she is just medium. That’s because she’s the middle 
kid between her two brothers, who everyone calls Big and Little. Big thinks 
he's the coolest kid on the planet now that he's 10. That means he doesn’t 
want to play with LEGOs, or play anything with Emma anymore. And everyone 
thinks Little is just adorable even when he picks his nose! Ugh! What’s a 
middle child to do?

Sometimes Emma feels like the only one who understands her is her 
Japanese fighting fish, Star, whose tank is stuck in the middle of his two 
brothers. And as usual, Emma has to ride in the middle seat as her family 
heads out on a weeklong beach vacation with friends, where being just 
medium will only get worse! Then Emma has an idea. What if she could get 
out of being in the middle by taking on a new role?  What if she acted BIG? 
Or even bigger than that? Will things go as planned? Or will she have another 
huge dilEmma?

"Emma is at a loss for what she should do next when assistance with her 
'dilEmma' comes from an unexpected corner. ...It teaches a valuable lesson 
about embracing one's personality and learning to appreciate what makes 
each of us unique..." – Kirkus Reviews

Sometimes, when you’re the middle child, you just don’t feel as special as 
the cream in an Oreo cookie. That’s how Emma feels, but when she tries to 
fix her dilemma, she makes some surprising discoveries. Readable, funny, 
and relatable – especially for “middles.” 
– Gigi Priebe, Author, The Adventures of Henry Whiskers series

This is one of the best children’s chapter books I have read in a long 
time. Not only as an adult, but from what I can remember reading as a child 
as well. Each character is incredibly relatable and the real-life scenarios they 
find themselves in are relevant to kids today. I can see this book being part 
of a Scholastic book fair or one of those books children often checkout from 
the school library. Emma Just Medium: The Beach Dilemma is a fun children’s 
book with charismatic characters that kids will enjoy following.   
– Literary Titan Reviews

One Elm Books 
© 2024 
Hardcover 
72 pages; 6,854 words 
Illustrations by Marta Kissi

Genre: Children’s Chapter Book Fiction

Social-Emotional Skills: 
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Rights Available: Translation (world rights)
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Highlights:

• BookPal’s Outstanding Works Winner: 
Elementary Category

Laura Wiltse Prior is a middle grade author 
who loves cookie dough, reading and 
tennis. When she isn’t writing, she is driving 
her children around, hiking with Cody, her 
Portuguese Water Dog or hanging with Casper, 
the nicest cat in town. She lives and writes in 
Connecticut with her husband and three kids, 
the inspiration for her stories. 



The chapter book sequel to The Beach Dilemma  
featuring back-to-school challenges.

The Friend Dilemma:  
Emma Just Medium Book 2
By Laura Wiltse Prior

Even though Emma’s summer turned out well, it was topsy turvy. That’s 
why she can’t wait to get back to her routine with her best friends, Lily and 
Amelia. She has only been able to stay in touch with them by phone and 
texting, so she is super excited to have a playdate where they will do all the 
things they have always loved to do together, including Legos ® and science 
experiments. But when the girls come over the day before third grade starts, 
things don't go as planned. Lily has transformed into a ballerina and Amelia 
now finds Emma’s science interests boring. On top of that, they want to play 
with Little, Emma’s younger brother, more than with her! Emma needs to fix 
things and fast. She will have to wow her friends so everything can go right 
back to normal, and she will do it on the first bus ride to school. But quickly 
Emma finds that third grade is proving to be different in more ways than one. 
Will Emma’s plan work or will she have another big dilemma to resolve? One Elm Books 

© 2025 
Hardcover 
88 pages 
Illustrations by Marta Kissi

Genre: Children’s Chapter Book Fiction

Social-Emotional Skills: 
Self-Awareness, Self-management, Relationship 
Skills, Responsible Decision-Making

Rights sold: Large-Print and Dyslexic Editions

Rights Available: Translation (world rights)

Agent Contacts: 
Keith Garton 
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Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com

Highlights:

• Sequel to Emma Just Medium: Book 1 
The Beach Dilemma

Laura Wiltse Prior is a middle grade author 
who loves cookie dough, reading and 
tennis. When she isn’t writing, she is driving 
her children around, hiking with Cody, her 
Portuguese Water Dog or hanging with Casper, 
the nicest cat in town. She lives and writes in 
Connecticut with her husband and three kids, 
the inspiration for her stories. 



A captivating novel that transports readers to England in 1960. 
The story centers around Annie, who returns to her hometown 
for a commemoration event in remembrance of World War II.

One Year, One Night, Second Edition
By SL Roman

It’s never easy to go back, especially when the memories you’ve been running 
from suddenly resurface. When Annie returns to her home village after a long 
absence, she rediscovers the diary she kept the year she turned 16, the year 
that changed her life. Set in a small English village during World War II, follow 
Annie as she navigates a blossoming love story with a handsome soldier 
and her growing affection for an evacuee child. With tender and amusing 
moments, this story explores love, resilience and loss with a fresh new voice.

"A heart-wrenching and beautiful story that inspires curiosity and empathy. 
– Kirkus 

“An easy and entertaining read with a subtle touch of humor. The 
characterization is top-notch, and the storyline is amazing, straight to the 
point, and kept me engaged throughout without being overwhelming. I highly 
recommend One Year, One Night to young adults looking for a short and 
interesting fictional story. 
– Literary Titan Reviews

"An uplifting story of self-discovery, young romance, and fortitude in the face 
of adversity." 
– Independent Book Review

"Organized as diary entries, One Year, One Night is a beautiful story that 
covers events in an English village during WWII. ...A touching story laced with 
humor including many heart-warming scenes. Highly recommended." 
– Reader's Favorite
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The writers have been friends for many years, 
but they wanted to write under a pseudonym, 
or single new name for their debut novel. 
With surnames of Meloni (Laura) and Onions 
(Sarah), they thought they sounded more like 
a vegetable market, so they came up with the 
name S.L. Roman (in homage to Laura’s native 

city, Rome). Both have been teachers at the high school level. 



An informative and engaging story about reproduction and a 
different, more scientific, approach to how babies are made. 

Ben the main character, is a ten-year-old boy sharing his story 
in a first-person narrative. The story is told in simple language 

so young readers can follow along.

Ben & Blue: Searching for Lucky #3002
By Ellen Melissa Cohen

Ben knows only three things about his dad: 1) he has green eyes, 2) he has 
a number, and 3) at one point in his life, he made a deposit at a bank. Ben’s 
mom is usually good about answering his questions. But not this one. So, 
when Ben is assigned a family tree project at school, he confronts his mom 
(for the zillionth time), and instead of telling Ben the truth, she buys him a 
dog (Blue). With the dreaded day of oral reports looming, Ben rallies Blue 
and his best friend Cooper to uncover his dad’s whereabouts and complete 
his family tree. But what Ben discovers is stranger than anything he could 
have ever imagined. And to make matters worse, Blue’s former owner enters 
the story and unusual things start to happen.

 
"Wonderfully written, this sweet story tackles the complicated topic of 
nontraditional families with sensitivity and humor. An excellent read for 
middle grade readers and their parents looking for suspense, action, and 
uplifting entertainment."  
– Lisa Parker Hayreh for Independent Book Review

"Ben and Blue Searching for Lucky #3002 is a wonderful and creative way 
of presenting information to a child on a topic which is one they would not 
normally understand. Combining the very adult topic of donor-conceived 
birth with a fun mystery for youngsters (actually two of them) and a great 
character like Blue was a stroke of genius on the part of this author."  
– Feathered Quill Book Reviews

"Searching for Lucky #3002: A Ben and Blue Mystery is an outstanding 
addition to middle-grade fiction. It’s a heartwarming, insightful, and 
thoroughly enjoyable read that both children and adults will appreciate. 
Ellen Melissa Cohen has crafted a story that is not only entertaining but also 
deeply impactful, making it a must-read for young readers." 
– Literary Titan

"With the help of his best friend Cooper and his furry sidekick Blue, Ben's 
quest to find his father, some mishaps along the way, an encounter with 
suspicious goings-on in the neighborhood, and a generous sprinkling of 
humor, all make for a perfect recipe to engage young readers."  
– Betsy Rosenthal, author of When Lightnin' Struck
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Ellen Melissa Cohen, M.D. is a psychiatrist on 
faculty at Harvard Medical School, and a board 
member of the New England Society of Clinical 
Hypnosis. She graduated Barnard College as a 
creative writing major before going to medical 
school. Her short story “The Mystery of the 
Northern Lights” was published in the NANCY 
DREW ANTHOLOGY (Silver Birch Press; 2016). 
Ellen lives with her husband near Boston, 

Massachusetts. You can learn more at https://www.ellenmelissacohen.com



In this funny and fantastical series,  
Fred—now Frankinschool—must face each  

mysterious adventure that comes his way after his  
What-If poems take on a life of their own.

Frankinschool Mysteries 
Books 1–4
By Caryn Rivadeneira

Book 1: Monster Match 
While Fred is out sick, a visiting author signs Fred’s book “To Frank.” Then 
Fred’s desk-mate Luisa suggests Fred must really be Frank in school, and 
an idea for Fred’s creative writing assignment is born. Fred’s What-If poem 
is coming together wonderfully, until a mist fills the room and the writing 
assignment comes to life.

Book 2: The Cupsnake Escape 
The second book about a boy named Fred who turns into "Frankenstein's 
monster" whenever he writes his "What-if" assignments. Fred and Luisa find 
themselves in trouble once again when the new student mixes up recipes 
at their class’s bakery field trip leading to snakes running amok. While the 
students scramble out of the school in fear, Fred and Luisa suspect their 
old friend Frank is behind the Great Cupsnake Escape. Once again, they put 
their creativity, their cooperation, and their courage to the test—but will it be 
enough to save the school from the snakes?

Book 3: Gone to the Dogs 
Fred’s emotions have gone to the dogs! Fred’s teacher and Luisa might 
be excited about their research trip to the library, but Fred is not. In Book 
Three of the Frankinschool Mysteries, readers set off on an adventure with 
Frankinschool through secret passageways and grand rooms of a mansion-
turned-library. Along the way, they learn about managing expectations, anger, 
and friendships, and discover that sometimes going-to-the-dogs is a very 
good thing.

Book 4: The What-If Winter Wonder-fest 
Fred, Luisa, and Drake are tasked with writing the school Winter Pageant. 
With Luisa’s Broadway-famous uncle directing, they create the What-If Winter 
Wonderfest, unleashing a whirlwind of spooky, festive chaos and discovery.
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When Caryn Rivadeneira was a kid, she 
dreamed of two things: being a writer and 
having lots of dogs. Both came true! Well, 
almost true. Caryn is a writer. She’s written 
lots of books for both kids and grown-ups. 
And Caryn has had lots of dogs. However, right 
now, she only has one: a rescued pit bull who 
prefers the company of people to dogs. Caryn 
and her pup live in the suburbs of Chicago with 

Caryn’s husband and three kids. https://carynrivadeneira.com

"Monster Match is a great selection for third- to sixth-grade readers who 
enjoy books about friendship and supernatural events. Readers will be 
excited for the next book in this delightful series."    
– Reader's Favorite   2023 Finalist for Best Children's Book 8-12



In this dystopian middle grade novel a climate change  
disaster forces humanity to search for safety as  

Earth's atmosphere escapes into space.

Digger: Dig or Die!
By Deborah Cholette

Climate change is presently a worldwide concern, however, what is not often 
mentioned is that greenhouse gas emissions not only affect Earth’s lower 
atmospheric layers but that they also affect Earth’s outer layers which protect 
us from solar particles entering our atmosphere and damaging satellites, 
power grids and aircraft electrical systems.

In this dystopian middle grade novel, a climate change disaster forces 
humanity to search for safety as Earth's atmosphere escapes into space. 
Narrated by siblings Nick and Lily, the story follows their resourcefulness 
in aiding neighbors. Nick's digging prowess and Lily's strategic planning 
become vital as oxygen diminishes. Nick unveils a hidden tunnel connecting 
houses, forming a lifesaving network as breathable air disappears. Lily crafts 
a communication system with walkie-talkies and baby monitors to share 
critical information. A frantic race ensues to complete tunnels before food 
and oxygen become scarce; it’s a tense battle for survival in a world teetering 
on the edge of extinction.

Early Praise for Digger: Dig or Die!

"A thrilling adventure for middle-graders packed full of twists, turns, 
suspense --and a powerful climate change message." 
– The Wishing Shelf

"This action-packed dystopian novel kept me turning pages.  I was cheering 
for our heroes Nick and Lily, who are well-drawn and compelling characters. 
Digger: Dig or Die! contains a fascinating and frresh twist on Earth-
threatening disasters. Best of all, this book contains the wonderful message 
that kids can lead and truly make a difference.  i really dig this story!" 
– Polly Holyoke, Author of the award-winning Neptune and Skyriders series

“As siblings Nick and Lily watch panic engulf their neighborhood, their 
talents—Nick digs tunnels; Lily is a champion organizer—take on new 
importance. The pace of the story never lets up as the two kids struggle 
to provide their neighbors with the basics that they have always taken for 
granted: food, shelter, and above all, air. Based on a scientific possibility, 
Digger: Dig or Die will have middle-grade readers on the edge of their 
seats from the first page to the last.” 
–  Cindy Trumbore, Sibert Medal-winning author of Parrots Over Puerto Rico 

and other award-winning books for children
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Deborah Cholette loves sci-fi and fantasy…
especially dystopian fiction. When she 
discovered that Earth’s atmosphere leaked out 
as solar particles entered through cracks in 
its magnetosphere, she knew she had a great 
story concept. While her daughter travels the 
world, Deborah lives and breathes clean air in 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.
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Nearly 1 in 5 adults will have a diagnosable mental  
health condition in any given year. 46 percent of Americans  

will meet the criteria for a diagnosable mental health  
condition sometime in their life, and half of those  

people will develop conditions by the age of 14.

Somebody’s Someone
By Linda Oatman High

12-year-old Ruby Bean has become an Accidental Expert on Missing 
Mothers. When Ruthie, her mother goes missing again due to mental illness 
and addiction – Ruby and her aunt leap into action to search for Ruthie.

A jewelry store robbery and unexpected kindness from the victim bring more 
twists to the journey. From Georgia to Washington to New York City Ruby 
discovers that sometimes even the worst events can bring the best surprises 
into one’s life.

Early Praise for Somebody's Someone

“Somebody’s Someone is a real treat for young readers, blending humor, 
love and friendship in the story of a twelve-year-old meeting the challenges 
of life with a mentally ill parent head on. I highly recommend it for young 
readers.” 
– Barbara Binns, award-winning author of Courage and Unlawful Orders

"All in all, a bit of a gem! A superbly written character-led novel for 
10–14-year-olds. Highly recommended! 
– The Wishing Shelf Awards

Somebody’s Someone carefully addresses dark and complex topics 
through a compassionate, lens. This book is great for both young readers 
and adults, teaching us the multidimensionality of people and how we 
should do better by each other. Yayira Dzamesi’s beautiful, soft illustrations 
scattered throughout the novel also paint Ruby and her crew as sympathetic 
characters. The images convey a certain vulnerability and add emotional 
depth to the already masterful storytelling.  
– Samantha Hui for Independent Book Review
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Linda Oatman High is an award-winning 
author of books for children and teens. She 
also teaches writing workshops. Linda holds 
an MFA in Writing from Vermont College. 
Recent publications include the chapter book 
series HEATHER WHIRL WEATHER GIRL. You 
can learn more about this creative, quirky 
and talented Pennsylvania-based writer at  
www.lindaoatmanhigh.com
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•   Prairie Book Reviews Gold Star 
Recommendation

•  BookShelf Awards  First Place in 
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•  Highly reviewed
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Dazzling and thoroughly readable. This tale of hard-won 
belonging proves there’s a place in the heart for everyone.

Somebody’s Someone
First There Was Bird

First There Was Bird is a young reader’s novel about eleven-year-old 
Magnolia, whose life revolves around her beauty queen family and her 
beloved cockatiel, Third Bird. When Third Bird escapes, Magnolia embarks 
on a search, encountering new friends and confronting family issues. The 
narrative explores themes of loss and grief, friendship, prejudice, and self-
discovery, set against the backdrop of a small Mississippi town. Magnolia's 
journey involves unexpected encounters, challenges her preconceived ideas, 
and ultimately leads to personal growth and the formation of meaningful 
relationships. The story culminates in a heartwarming resolution highlighting 
the importance of community and acceptance. 

"If you were a runaway cockatiel, where would you go?”  It’s a fair question...
but not a common one. In Linda Oatman High’s new novel, it is the journey 
– not the destination that counts. Readers will be enthralled as they follow 
the paths of delightful characters who in their quests to find a lost avian pet, 
discover friendship, community, and a deeper understanding of themselves.”   
Highly recommended."   

 –Jen Bryant, Sibert Medal winner, author of Pieces of Georgia, 
The Trial, and Ringside 1925

“First There Was Bird lets loose a menagerie of colorful characters! A 
delightful, funny, and heartwarming story of a girl’s search for a bird and 
discovery of friendship and forgiveness.”    

 —A.B. Westrick, author of Brotherhood
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Linda Oatman High is an award-winning 
author of books for children and teens.  
She also teaches writing workshops.  
Linda holds an MFA in Writing from Vermont 
College. Recent publications include 
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about this creative, quirky and talented 
Pennsylvania-based writer at  
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Maria Kjoller 
Mkjoller@lernerbooks.com



Traditional and familiar fairy tales are retold with surprising 
twists and turns and beautifully illustrated for the bravest 

young readers! Rich, engaging art and page-turning pacing 
make each book perfect for reluctant readers.

Scary Tales Retold
By Wiley Blevins

These non-traditional fairy tales have been retold for the bravest young 
readers.  Haunted and creepy, each book in the series changes the way  
you will forever think of these classic tales.

"A delightfully monstrous and fresh take on a traditional story."   
– Starred Kirkus 

"illustrations fluctuate somewhere between creepy and endearing. Gallows 
humor will have young fans of the paranormal simultaneously giggling and 
cringing... Perfect for the next generation of thrill seekers."    
– ForeWord Reviews
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Wiley Blevins has taught elementary school 
in both the United States and South America. 
He has written over 80 books for children and 
15 for teachers, as well as created reading 
programs for schools in the U.S. and Asia with 
Scholastic, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, Houghton-
Mifflin Harcourt, and other publishers. Wiley 
currently lives and writes in New York City.



An early chapter book series about specially trained emotional 
support dogs who help the kids who need them most.

Helper Hounds
By Caryn Rivadeneira

Meet these uncommon heroes with wet noses and big hearts. These stories 
are told from the point-of-view of the helper hound so that young readers can 
easily relate to the story. Each book centers around a different emotional 
support dog, and how the dog helps kids process emotional experiences and 
overcome obstacles. The Helper Hounds are here to assist kids dealing with 
bullying, grief, making new friends, and facing their fears!

"A positive message of hope and love. Should appeal to dog lovers and 
anyone who needs reassurances...Doggone encouraging." – Kirkus

“Penny Helps Portia Face Her Fears is my selection for Reviewer’s Choice 
this year. I absolutely loved this book and fell in love with Penny, a sweet pit 
bull, within the first few pages.  The book is a well-written and fun story that 
teaches children an important lesson." 
– Holly Connors, for Feathered Quill

Noodle Helps Gabriel Say Goodbye, one of the 8 Helper Hounds titles, is a 
recipient of the prestigious Mom’s Choice Award. 
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When Caryn Rivadeneira was a kid, she 
dreamed of two things: being a writer and 
having lots of dogs. Both came true! Well, 
almost true. Caryn is a writer. She’s written 
lots of books for both kids and grown-ups. 
And Caryn has had lots of dogs. However, right 
now, she only has one: a rescued pit bull who 
prefers the company of people to dogs. Caryn 
and her pup live in the suburbs of Chicago with 

Caryn’s husband and three kids. https://carynrivadeneira.com



A Calf Named Brian Higgins is a fantastic novel to  
introduce children to heavy and challenging topics,  

such as poverty or entitlement, in a simple and engaging  
way. It’s essential for children to be exposed to various  

cultures and walks of life, and reading this novel with them  
and discussing it would be a great starting point.

A Calf Named Brian Higgins
By Kristen Ball

Thirteen-year-old Hannah Higgins is convinced her summer is ruined when 
she is forced to travel to Africa and work in a remote village in Kenya with 
her mom and uncle. Never having been to a developing country, she finds 
the food gross and the community filthy. Just when she thinks nothing could 
make this trip any worse, she learns people there are dying of hunger and 
preventable disease. Hannah becomes frustrated and wants to help, but 
when poverty threatens the lives of people she loves, all she wants to do is 
go home.

"...a coming-of-age story that really engages readers in Hannah's journeys..." 
– Publishers Weekly

"Everything about this story is strong and charming." 
–  Jacquelyn Mitchard, NY Times best-selling author of The Deep End of 

the Ocean

"The author has crafted a true-to-life story about our common humanity, how 
goodwill transcends continents, languages...and life histories to show how 
much we have to teach each other." 
–  Jeffrey Sachs, best-selling author and senior advisor to the UN 

Secretary-General

"A beautiful heart-warming story filled with emotions..." 
–  Beatrice Biira, subject of Beatrice's Goat, and Community Coordinator 

for Heifer International

Kristen Ball was awarded a scholastic grant 
and became the first Westerner to live in Sauri, 
Kenya. Her other adventures include hiking the 
Himalayas in Nepal and canoeing along the 
Mekong River in Cambodia on Where There 
Be Dragons educator program scholarships. 
Kristen ran the New York City Marathon, 
bicycled the Boston to New York AIDS Ride, 
and completed the Alcatraz Sharkfest Swim. 

With experience in educational publishing, nonprofit organizations, and 
schools, Kristen’s most recent role as an educator has been teaching  
middle school and tutoring children of all ages in Connecticut.   
https://www.kristenball.com
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Red Dove is as full of ideas as it is of action. It is a lively,  
sensitive portrayal of a young woman who traverses  

cultures at a pivotal moment in history.

Red Dove: Listen to the Wind
By Sonja Antaki

Set in the Dakota Territory of the 1890s, against the backdrop of Wounded 
Knee. Red Dove is the tale of a young girl caught between worlds, and the 
value of empathy. Abandoned by her white father, Red Dove faces a lean 
winter with her Lakota family on the Great Plains now empty of the buffalo 
that once sustained them. Willful and proud, she is presented with a choice: 
leave her people to live in the white world or stay, and watch them starve. 
Accompanied by her beloved pony, Red Dove begins a journey to find her 
true place in the world--and learns that her greatest power comes from within 
herself.

"There is deep meaning tucked into Red Dove's story of transformation. As 
she navigates her difficult adolescence and life away from her family, she 
learns what it means to truly 'travel between worlds,' how to deeply listen to 
people and develop empathy for others. The author touches on the question 
of whether longstanding customs and traditions should be reevaluated 
among traditional societies.” 
– Foreword Reviews

"An exceptionally well written novel for young readers ages 9-14 that 
showcases author Sonia Antaki's distinctive flair for narrative storytelling, 
Red Dove: Listen to the Wind is an especially recommended addition to 
school and community library collections.” 
– Midwest Book Review

"This is a touching story of bravery and endurance in the face of injustice, 
and one that will be appreciated by young readers who have only read 
about the Battle at Wounded Knee in textbooks. Told from the perspective 
of a young Lakota girl, it makes the history of this period very real and 
accessible.”  
– C. Lee McKenzie, author

Sonia Antaki was born in Egypt of Swiss, 
British and Syro-Lebanese ancestry, and came 
to the U.S. as a child. Before discovering 
her passion for middle grade and young 
adult fiction, she had several careers-as a 
professional singer, a financial analyst, a 
Tony-nominated Broadway producer and an 
advocate for arts and Native traditions.
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