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A good example is Pride: 
Celebrating Diversity & Community 
by Robin Stevenson, which came 
out in 2016. The author released 
an updated version last year, Pride: 
The Celebration and the Struggle, 
ISBN 9781459821248, to reflect the 
political backlash against LGBTQ+ 
rights experienced in recent 
years and to underscore the need 
to keep fighting for equality.

Now, Stevenson has written a 
new picture book for preschool-age 
children. Pride Puppy!, illustrated 
by Julie McLaughlin, May 2021, 
ISBN 9781459824843, is both a 
rhyming alphabet book and a 
“seek and find” book that follows 
the story of a non-gendered 
family who lose their puppy 
while attending a Pride parade.

The book’s colorful, whimsical 
illustrations are packed with items 
starting with each letter of the 
alphabet for children to find. For 
instance, the page with the text “F 
is for feathers, for flags, and for fun” 
also contains images of farmers, 
fairy wings, fruit, and more.

Intended for readers ages 10 
and up, Growing Up Trans: In Our 
Own Words, edited by Dr. Lindsay 
Herriot and Kate Fry, August 2021, 
ISBN 9781459831377, is a collection 
of stories, poems, essays, and art 
from transgender youth ages 11 

to 18. Through their works, these 
youth describe the challenges 
of being a young trans person, 
from facing rejection from family 
members or bullying at school to 
their perceptions of their bodies 
and struggles with mental health. 
At the end of each chapter, a “What 
Can I Do Now?” section includes 
advice from experts on how readers 
can become effective trans allies.

Growing Up Trans grew out of a 
series of workshops held in Victoria, 
British Columbia, to bring together 
trans youth with community 
mentors. All royalties are being 
donated to the Gender Generations 
Project, which empowers gender-
diverse youth by fostering 
connections with adult mentors 
who have similar backgrounds 
and can inspire them to live their 
truths in spite of adversity.

RED CHAIR PRESS 
Founded in 2009, Red Chair 

publishes both fiction and 
nonfiction to give children “the 
knowledge they need to make 
good decisions and feel better 
about themselves,” says president 
and publisher Keith Garton. 

The company initially targeted 
students in kindergarten through 
third grade. In 2018, it established 
a middle grade imprint, One Elm 
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OUR LIVES,
OUR VOICES.

9781459824843 HC $19.95 

AGES 3–5

“A rich story of diversity and 
inclusion...A feast for the senses...

Sure to capture the attention of 
young readers and parents alike.”

—CM Reviews

9781459826380 HC $19.95

AGES 6–8

“In a compassionate look 
at dysmorphia, this insightfully 
emotional book guides children 
to unpack the turmoil of being 

unhappy with one’s self.”
—SLJ, starred review

9781459831377 PB $29.95

AGES 10+

A collection of stories, 
essays, poetry and art by 

transgender youth.

orcabook.com
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978-1-947159-24-2 
224 pp / 6 x8 / $16.99

978-1-947159-65-5 
280 pp / 6 x8 / $16.99

            Booklist

“a timely salute…touching and 
unforgettable.”  

– Kirkus Reviews

“A fun, tender, and important 
story about all the best 
things in life…and the 
ways they intersect.”

–Amy Oelkers, Youth Services 
Librarian, Washington Cnty, MN

Coming August 2021

APRIL 2021 |    97

From Red Chair Press; Illustration: Benjamin Klas

Books. Last year, One Elm published 
its first LGBTQ+ book, Second 
Dad Summer by Benjamin Klas, 
illustrated by Fian Arroyo, ISBN 
9781947159242. Aimed at readers in 
grades two to five, the story follows 
11-year-old Jeremiah, who just 
wants a normal summer with his 
dad in Minnesota. But his dad has 
moved in with his new boyfriend, 
Michael, who rides a bicycle 
decorated to look like a unicorn.

“Michael is very comfortable in 
his own skin,” Klas says. “Jeremiah 
is still exploring his own identity 
and is just learning how to be 
comfortable with who he is.” 
Although he’s embarrassed at first 
by Michael, Jeremiah soon learns 
what it means to be a family—and 
that families can take many forms.

When Klas himself came out, he 
found that many LGBTQ+ books 
focused on the difficulties of the 
LGBTQ+ experience. He wanted 
to write a book showing kids that 
being LGBTQ+ can be a positive 
experience—a “celebration of 
authenticity,” as he describes it.

This year, One Elm is publishing 
a sequel to Second Dad Summer, 
called Everything Together: A 

Second Dad Wedding, August 2021, 
ISBN 9781947159655. Jeremiah is 
back in Minnesota with his dad 
and Michael. As they prepare for 
their wedding, Jeremiah feels 
like a third wheel. Looking for 
a distraction, he volunteers in 
an English class for refugees. 

“Whereas the first book explores 
what makes a family, the second 
explores what makes a community,” 
Garton says. Teachers and librarians 
can find discussion guides for both 
books on Red Chair’s website.

IMPORTANCE 
OF DIVERSITY

Books that feature LGBTQ+ 
characters and experiences are part 
of a larger effort to reflect the full 
diversity of the human experience, 
which is something school 
librarians have been requesting. A 
2018 School Library Journal survey 
revealed that a large majority of 
librarians, 81 percent, consider it 
“very important” to have a diverse 
book collection for kids and teens.

“These stories are asked for in 
libraries,” says Lerner’s Wallentine. 
“Kids want to read them.”
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