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Hidden in 
plain sight: 
SPIES!
History books teach  
us important facts  
about big events  
that made a difference  
in the world. But as time  
passes, we discover  
some of the interesting  
hidden mystery of history. 

With this series, readers learn 
about men and women who played 
important roles in our nation’s history 
as SPIES, hidden in plain sight!
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•  Interest Level: Gr 2-5/RL: 3
•  32 pages
• 8” x 10”
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SPOT ART: Head, 
shoulders, chest shot 
of Moe Berg in base-
ball uniform holding a 
bat over his shoulder. 
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The year was 1934. The place was Tokyo, Japan. 
A man stood on the roof of a hospital. He was 

taking pictures of the buildings all around him. The 
Japanese were making war bombs in those buildings.

 The man was an American ball player. Years later, 
Japan would bomb the United States. America would 
be at war with Japan. The man’s photos would help 
the war effort.

 Who was this man? Why did  
people call him the “smartest  
baseball player” of all time?  

 The man’s name was Moe  
Berg. He played baseball for  
15 years in the major leagues.  
He was a star catcher. Later,  
he would be a spy for the  
United States during World  
War II. 

Chapter 1 The Call to Action

How did Harriet Tubman 
support herself 
all the years she 
worked in the 
army? She made 
and sold pies!

Some Lady!

 Later during the war, the Union Army asked 
Harriet to find and train black men as spies. She 
became head of the whole information-getting 
business. She also led raids into slave territories. She 
persuaded slaves to leave their masters. Then Harriet 
helped them join troops of black soldiers as fighters 
and nurses.

Women: Secret Warriors 
In the mid-1800s, American women were “second-
class” citizens. They had no legal rights. They 
couldn’t vote. They couldn’t work at the same jobs as 
men.

 Some women found ways to be treated equally. 
They disguised themselves as men. They would do 
men’s jobs and earn men’s pay, too. 
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Spy With Healing Powers

Harriet also worked as a nurse during the war. Soldiers 
got wounded in battle. They also got sick. Harriet knew 
how to cure many illnesses. She used secrets her mother 
taught her. She knew how to find plants that had healing 
powers. She used these to nurse soldiers back to health. 
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Chapter 2 Hale Joins the Fight

For several years, Nathan Hale followed the news 
about the American Revolution from his home in 

New London. He had already joined a local militia, 
and he had been quickly elected 1st Sergeant, the 
highest rank of any new recruit.

 In April 1775, he heard about the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord, the first real fighting in the 
American Revolutionary War. The British Army had 
sent soldiers to find and destroy American military 
supplies. But the Americans were ready for them. 
They had heard that the British were coming, so they 
moved the supplies to different places.

 As the sun was rising in 
Lexington, Massachusetts, the first 
shots of the war were fired. Later, at 
a bridge in Concord, Massachusetts, 
more shots were fired. The poet 
Ralph Waldo Emerson called this 
the “shot heard ’round the world.”

The war had begun.

from Moe Berg

from Harriet Tubman

from Nathan Hale




